
DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINAL

RECEIVED

The Honorable John Porter
u.s. House Of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Representative Porter,

~pqO -: 1993

FCC MAIL ROOM

/

I received your response to my letter concerning the FCC Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM-PR Docket
92-235) which proposes to insert high power output mobi le radio channels very close to frequencies used
for the radio control aircraft hobby.

In your letter, you indicated that this change would not adversely affect radio control aircraft
hobbylStS. Your statement is not true. If enacted, i~ will ,"ffectively make half or more of cur current
frequencies too dangerous to fly on because of the potential for interference. You spoke of the
"narrowings" spurring innovation in communications technology. You surely are aware that we recently were
forced to replace all of our radio equipment, at great cost to hundreds of thousands of hobbyists, to meet
the "narrowing" of frequencies from 20KHZ to 10KHZ. These changes were effective in 1992. Now,
this proposal will make our new radios obsolete by requiring a 2.5KHZ frequency separation between land
and mobile radio control users.

The proposed new requirements will effectively make obsolete all radios in the lower half of the current
RC Hobby frequencies because of the potential interference. Our wider band receivers will be affected,
but of course the newer proposed radios will not be affected. Unfortunately, when a RC aircraft suffers
interference, it has the potential to become an unguided missile. The potential danger of loosing control
of an aircraft will become too great if these proposed changes are made.

Your letter also indicated that the Commission noted that because we fly RC in open spaces, that we will
probably not be affected. 90% of the existing flying fields are near metropolitan aceas. The Commissions
statement infers that we should be irresponsible and fly until we experience interference. This attitude
spells disaster if an aircraft goes out of control and cause injury or damage. We are too responsible to
allow this situation to occur. We will not fly if the potential for interference is too great.

Once and for all, the Congress and the FCC need to set aside frequencies for hobbyists and stop screwing
with them. We recently paid great sums to upgrade to the new "narrow band" requirements and now, one year
later, another major change is announced. Please reconsider this proposal and make changes that will not
adversely affect hundreds of thousands of hobbyists (and voters) that currently enjoy the RC hobby.
Please make sure that our recent investment in new equipment is not obsoleted by this proposal. Please
study this proposal closer to make sure that we do not loose our hobby to satisfy a few business special
interests.

Thank you,

{~
415 Cory Avenue
Waukegan, IL 60085
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Mr. Gary C. Jensen
415 Cory Avenue
Waukegan, IL 60085

-D~ Mr. Jensen:

I received your communication regarding the Federal Communications Commission's proposed
regulations affecting certain portions of the radio spectrum. According to the Commission,
implementation of this proposal as written would not impinge on your enjoyment of your hobby.

As you know, the FCC in this rulemaking proposes reorganizing the licensed land mobile channels in
the 72-76 Mhz band from a smaller number of 20 Mhz channels into a larger number of 5 Mhz
channels. This change would be phased in over 20 years. Similar "narrowings" have been enacted in
the past and have helped spur innovation in communications technology. The present allocation of
these channels works against new innovations, according to the FCC. Land mobile operations within
this frequency band do not include car phones. They are instead used in limited locations such as
factories or construction sites to monitor or control expensive machines such as heavy construction
equipment.

The FCC contends that these changes, if enacted, would not reduce the number of useable frequencies
currently enjoyed by unlicensed radio control operators of model aircraft, boats and cars. First, the
Commission notes that permitted power levels for licensed land mobile, common carrier, and radio
control users are comparable. This means that even if a factory and a radio control hobbyist shared a
channel -- which they would not under this proposal -- the radio control user's model airplane would
remain under control as long as the plane remained reasonably closer to the hobbyist's radio
transmitter than the factory's transmitter.

Second, the Commission notes that the proposed narrowband technical requirements are much stricter
than current requirements. It believes that a 2.5 kHz frequency separation between land mobile and
radio control users will be adequate given the state of modem radio equipment and the proposed land
mobile equipment.

Finally, the Commission notes that since radio control hobbyists -- particularly those who fly remote
control airplanes -- seek open spaces, they are not likely to come into contact with land mobile users.
The proposed regulations would not change this trend.
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hn Edward Porter
ember of Congress

Sincerely,

is important topic, an I hope you will always feel
m to you coming be e the Congress.

I appreciate the time you took to contact me on
free to communicate with me on the issues of co

The FCC has extended the public comment period on this proposal because of the enormous number
of initial responses received. Interested parties are encouraged to file comments on or before May
28th, and reply comments on or before July 14th. To file formally in this proceeding, one must file
an original and four copies of all comments, reply comments, and supporting comments. The address
to write to is: Office of the Secretary, Federal Communications Commission, Washington, DC
20554. For further information on the proposed rules, you may also call Doron Fertig, FCC Private
Radio Bureau, at (202) 632-6497. For technical issues, contact Eugene Thomson, FCC Private Radio
Bureau, at (202) 634-2433.

JEP:jsg


